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WELCOMING ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER

OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC ORDER

DR. KYPROS CHRYSOSTOMIDES

ON THE OCCASION OF 

THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CYPRUS SECTION

OF THE INTERNATIONAL POLICE ASSOCIATION

21ST OCTOBER 2008


It is with particular pleasure that I placed under my auspices the International IPA festivities organised by the International Police Association, Cyprus Section, on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary.  I would like to express my thanks to the Chairman of the Organising Committee for affording me the opportunity to do so.

I wish to extend a cordial greeting to all of you and a very warm welcome to our guests from abroad who have come to share with us their knowledge, experiences and expertise.  I do hope that your schedule will allow you time to take also advantage to visit places and learn more about the people, the history and culture of our island.


I am aware of the aims and ambitions of the International Police Association and I fully share your vision and endorse the efforts being made to promote respect for the laws and principles of Justice, for the rule of law in general.  I further consider that mutual understanding and friendship amongst the members of the Association, productive communication and contacts amongst policemen from all over the world and the exchange of professional knowledge and experience are valuable aims and form a common basis for consolidating international understanding.


The chief professional aim of the Police is to offer services to their fellow men and to their country,  which is achieved under difficult and adverse conditions.  It is for this reason that the members of the Police deserve every assistance and support in their efforts to promote the well-being of society.



The conditions prevailing today all over the World are indeed worrying.  I believe that such events, where members, relatives and friends of Policemen from different countries of the World participate, contribute substantially to the establishment of useful communication between peoples and Nations.  They also contribute to the furtherance of friendly links for the benefit of the countries themselves and the humanity as a whole.


These visits, contacts and exchange of ideas, the acquaintance with the everyday life, cultural achievements and the customs of people, greatly assist the work and mission of the Police in the various member states of the International Police Association.  At the same time they support and promote the modern spirit, which is needed today all over the World, which is one of solidarity, mutual understanding, unity, friendship, cooperation, the abolition of borders and military measures and the prevalence of peace.


While welcoming our guests here in Cyprus,  I cannot but refer to the fact that they will not have the opportunity to visit the whole of Cyprus, in view of the fact that as a result of the Turkish invasion in 1974,  37% of our territory is still under Turkish occupation and 200 000 Cypriots are still refugees in their own Country.  I would like also to refer to the great number of missing persons, approximately 1500 among them five police-men, who are still unaccounted for since 1974.


I wish to underline once again that we maintain hope in the prevalence of the rules and principles of the International law and the uniform application of human rights and firmly believe that the illegal occupation will come to an end, and that by your next visit to our island, the dividing walls and barbed wire, which separate people, will be demolished.


Concluding, I would like to congratulate the Chairman and the members of the Cyprus Section of the International Police Association as well as the head of the Cyprus Police for the excellent organisation of the current celebrations.


Wishing you every success in your deliberations, I now declare open your festivities.  To all visitors, I wish a pleasant stay.

c.c. minister.sp
